Secondary Education

Key Considerations:

While this document is written with children with ASD in mind, the principles apply to many different children. 

ASD pupils need to be prepared for change.

The transition from Primary to Secondary Education is one of the biggest changes.

To ease the stress and anxieties the ASD pupil needs structure and predictability.

Ideally a transition programme that enables the pupil to visit the new school and become familiar with the layout together with ‘key’ areas and staff may be carried out prior to the official induction day for all year 6 pupils.

‘Key’ areas need to include a ‘safe’ area i.e. somewhere that the ASD pupil may go if feeling anxious or needs ‘time out’.

They need to know an area (e.g. learning support, library) where they may go at play and lunch times. Although some pupils may find somewhere to kick a ball around during Play and lunch times, most secondary school pupils ‘stand around’ or chat.

ASD pupils need to be aware of 2 or 3 members of staff who may ‘help’ -possibly by just being there as a familiar face or maybe if the pupil is unsure or has a problem.  From experience this may be someone from ‘learning support’, or someone who is always in the library, or someone on reception.

Ideally the Primary school will liaise with the secondary school as recommended by the Advisory teachers and arrange an extended transition for the pupil with ASD or Aspergers syndrome. 

Which school?

Reading schools:

Majeski

Prospect (this has ‘The Bridge’ for pupils who primarily need additional SLT)                
Highdown

Blessed Hugh Faringdon (this has an ASD resource base. Pupils need a   

                                      statement to be considered)

In addition schools out of Reading that are attended by Reading pupils are:

Bulmershe

Maiden Erlegh

Oak Bank Free school (previously Ryeish Green)

Theale Green ( this has an ASD resource base, places are allocated by West Berkshire SEND panel) 
Chiltern Edge

Langtree

Little Heath

Denefield

Decisions:

Try to arrange a visit to the school and meet with the SENCO.

With all of the above in mind look at the school.

There will be lots of questions needing to be asked.

Start with the general ones:

How big is the school? What are the sizes of tutor groups?

What time does school start? End? Do they have homework club?

More importantly – how well equipped are they for ASD pupils?

Here are some questions that may help you:

· Do you have any specific strategies to support children with ASD?

· Do you have a ‘safe area’ – somewhere ……………… may go at break/lunch times or if he is unsure/anxious?

· Is the library available at break/lunch times?

· Is there a routine for all children at the beginning of the day.  Are there any exceptions?

· Are there any strategies used for the ASD pupil when there is Supply cover?

· What kind of social skills or life skills are available at school?

Further consideration:

Transport – buses – where from and how often? 

Will   ………………..  be able to ultimately get to school independently?

Are there any peers that ……………….. has formed a friendship with – where are they likely to be going?
Conclusions

As a parent you know your child best and will ‘feel’ what is right for him – the place that he’s/she’s likely to feel most secure and able to positively progress. 

Jean Wright

Advisory teacher for ASD

