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	Key facts / Information 

	What are speech and language difficulties? 
Covers a wide range of difficulties, some of which can be supported by families and school staff, and some will need external support from a speech and language therapist. This will mostly take the form of a therapist assessing the child and then setting a therapy plan to be delivered by school staff, occasionally the therapist or an assistant will deliver direct therapy. At Thameside, external therapists are provided by NHS CYPIT (Children and Young People’s Integrated Therapies) Berkshire. 

Key areas/conditions that are supported: 
- Auditory processing
- Hearing loss
- Expressive language 
- Grammar
- Listening and attention 
- Sequencing and narrative skills 
- Social communication 
- Speech sounds 
- Stammering 
- Unclear speech 
- Understanding language 
- Vocabulary 

When are children on caseload seen?
Children with EHCPs are generally seen in school, while children without EHCPs are generally invited to clinic (often during the school holidays). Plans are reviewed as required, with school staff able to contact the therapist if a child has met their targets and requires a review. 



	Signs and how to help

	How can you help?
- Be observant and discuss any concerns with your child’s class teacher or SENDCo  
- Be patient 
- Don’t try to make your child repeat a word if they have mis-pronounced it, just repeat it back correctly for them to hear  
- Track if there are any consistent errors with speech sounds




	Sources of support 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]We would encourage any parent/carer to speak to their child’s class teacher or SENDCo about the support their child is receiving. You can find the email addresses of all the SENDCos on the school website. 
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