
Cued Spelling

Understanding, Supporting, and 
Applying Cued Spelling



What is cued spelling?

What is cued spelling?

Cued spelling is a structured approach that helps children learn to spell by 
breaking words down into smaller, manageable parts. Instead of guessing how a 
word is spelled, children are guided through a step-by-step process that helps 
them understand the sounds in the word and how those sounds link to letters.

Why it helps

• Cued spelling:
• Strengthens phonics knowledge
• Helps children hear and separate sounds in words
• Supports memory of spelling patterns
• Builds confidence in writing
• Reduces frustration because the child is supported, not corrected



How Pupils Progress

• Over a period of time children have been pre-tested from level 1 words

• Children keep progressing in the test until they come across words they are unable to spell 
accurately and target words have been identified

• Children have then been trained in how to practise target words using cues (colour, chunking, 
mnemonics)

• Children practice and review their individual target spellings regularly with their tutor 
(partner in class)

• When they feel ready the teacher does a speed test with the

individual child

• When the teacher is confident they have mastered the spelling

• → they choose a new word

• Children will work on mastering 4-6 words at a time

• Everyone progresses at their own pace.



Word lists

Level 1 – Sets 1–3

• KS1 High-Frequency Words

• First 300 high-frequency words

• Simple, everyday vocabulary

Builds spelling confidence and fluency

Goal: Secure the most commonly used words in writing.

Level 2 – Sets 4–6

• Early KS2 Transitional Words

• 400–1000 high-frequency words

• More challenging spelling patterns

New endings and vowel combinations

Goal: Bridge from basic HFW to KS2 curriculum spelling.



Word lists

Level 3 – Sets 7–9     Year 3/4 Statutory Spellings

• Prefixes (dis-, mis-, re-)
• Suffixes (-ly, -sure, -ture, -ous)
• Homophones
• Tricky vowel patterns

Goal: Meet lower-KS2 National Curriculum spelling expectations.

Level 4 – Sets 10–11 Year 5/6 Statutory Spellings & SATs Vocabulary

• Complex Latin/Greek roots
• Harder suffixes (-cious, -tious, -ible, -able)
• Higher-level vocabulary

Goal: Prepare for upper-KS2 writing and SATs.



KS1 High-Frequency Words



Early KS2 Transitional Words



Year 3/4 Statutory Spellings



Year 5/6 Statutory Spellings & SATs 
Vocabulary

Year 3/4 Statutory Spellings



Year 5/6 Statutory Spellings & SATs 
Vocabulary



Strategies to support spelling


