Thameside’s expectations for reading at home
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Our aim is simple: we want every child to read regularly and, importantly, to develop a love of reading. We know that reading at home can sometimes feel like a chore, so we want families to feel able to keep it varied, enjoyable and manageable.
Our expectation is that children spend at least 10 minutes reading each day and that this is recorded in their yellow reading record.
Reading at home does not always have to look the same:
Let children choose. Books at an appropriate level are important, but children can also read comics, magazines, graphic novels, poetry, non-fiction, familiar favourites and other texts that interest them.

Read together. Children benefit enormously from hearing an experienced reader. Sharing a book, taking turns to read or occasionally reading to your child all support their development.

Audiobooks can be part of reading for pleasure. Listening to stories helps develop vocabulary, comprehension and enjoyment of books. We would still encourage children to spend regular time reading text themselves.

Digital reading counts too. E-books and appropriate online texts can be a great way of encouraging reluctant readers.

Use Accelerated Reader. Children can complete AR quizzes for books they have read independently or shared with an adult, where a quiz is available. 

Above all, we want reading at home to be a positive experience. Ten enjoyable minutes of reading is far more valuable than a prolonged battle over a particular book.
Please ensure you record your child's reading in their yellow reading record and that both their reading record and reading book are brought into school on a daily basis.
 If you would like advice about choosing suitable books or supporting your child with reading at home, please speak to your child's class teacher or email scooper@thameside.reading.sch.uk. 
Thank you for helping us to build confident, enthusiastic readers.

